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Illegal trade in wildlife on despite strong law

Smugglers Exploit Igno

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

: Coimbatore: Some months ago, a
: woman was caught with a tiger cub in
i her bag at the Bangkok Airport. She
: had put the sedated cub in her bag
: along with a few stuffed toy tigers.
i However, airport staff spotted the cub
: when the bag went under the scanner
: and booked her. Many like this woman
: are willing to risk imprisonment to
: smuggle wildlife because of the de-
: mand in the market. Experts in wild-
i life crime say the scale of trade in wild-
: life and products is next only to
¢ narcotics.

i A ‘convention on international
¢ trade in endangered species of wild
: fauna and flora’ at the Institute of For-
i est Genetics and Tree Breeding
: (IFGTB)here on Wednesday highlight-
: ed the rampant trade in wildlife. S Na-
: rayanan, regional deputy of the south-
i ern region of the National Wildlife
¢ Crime Control Bureau, said ‘“Many
: times, officials right from the enforce-
: ment and investigative officials to the
: judiciary arenot aware of the detail of
: the Wildlife Protection Act. Therefore,
¢ conviction rates are less and even
i when there is conviction, the chances
: are that the convict gets a reprieve
{ when his appeal goes to a higher
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Exp me say the
scale of trade in wildlife and prod-
ucts is next only to narcotics

court,” he said. An understanding re-
garding banned itemstoitsdetectionis
necessary to address the situation, he
said.

The low detection and conviction
rates have made smuggling in wildlife
products an attractive option, Naraya-
nansaid. The demand for wildlife prod-
ucts are more especially in other coun-
tries. Body parts of tigers to elephants
and star tortoises to sea shells and sea
horse and skins of snakes, rhinoceros
and others are in high demand.

Depending on which schedule
these animals fall under the Wildlife
Protection Act (1972) their export and

traderequires certificates sanctioning [

its transfer. Smugglers show forged
certificates which many times goesun-
detected. Apart from this there are sev-
eral cases where ornamental items
made using animal products are not
detected, Narayanan said.

In some parts of the country the
trade is so rampant that the trade of
animals and their by-products are con-
ducted openly. “Star tortoises are
transported in hand bags. Some even
take them away openly. There was an
incident where a person was caught
with five marmoset monkeys in his
coat pocket in Kolkata,” he said. Edu-
cating those involved in the illegal
trade inmany instances has motivated
many among them to withdraw from
such activities. But the emphasis is to
educate the officials and what they
should do if they are in doubt. Agen-
cies including the Botanical Survey of
India (BSI), Zoological Survey of ndia
(ZSI), Central Fisheries Research Insti-
tute (CMFRI), Wildlife Institute of In-
dia(WII) and the Institute of Forest Ge-
neticsand Tree Breeding IFGTB) have

the capabilitiestodetectthe veracity of

wildlife products. Depending on the
products, they should be sent to the ap-
propriate agencies and the reports tak-
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